The Year 1990

1990 (MCMXC) was a common year that started on a Monday. In the Gregorian calendar, it was the 1990th year of Anno Domini; the 990th year of the 2nd millennium; the 90th year of the 20th century; and the first of  the 1990s. 

1990 is considered the final year of the Cold War era, as the Communist Party gave up control of the USSR. The demolition of the Berlin Wall began on June 13, 1990. After the Berlin Wall fell, East and West Germany were reunited. Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize on October 15, 1990, for his efforts to lessen Cold War tensions and reform his nation. 
In this same year, Iraq President Saddam Hussein ordered an invasion of neighboring Kuwait on August 2. Operation Desert Shield began as the US and UK sent troops to Kuwait. The resulting spike in the price of oil contributed to a recession which lasted for several years. Oil prices rose from $21 per barrel at the end of July to $28 on August 6, reaching $46 by mid-October.
Nevertheless, a key 1990’s trend was the strong public shift from passenger cars to light trucks – traditional pickups, minivans, and especially sport-utility vehicles. Big or small, pricey or cheap, SUVs sold like crazy, and manufacturers raced to get them onto dealer lots.

Also in 1990, Pioneer introduced the world’s first GPS car navigation system and Bart Simpson became one of the most popular characters on television in what was termed "Bartmania."
What Else Happened in 1990?
January 7 - The Italian government closed the Leaning Tower of Pisa to the public due to concerns of it falling. 

January 18 - A worldwide ban on the trade of ivory went into effect.

February 11 - South African black leader Nelson Mandella was released from prison after 28 years.
February 14 - The Space Probe Voyager, launched in 1977, captured the iconic "Pale Blue Dot" image of Earth 
caught in a sunbeam from a record distance of more than 4 billion miles away. 

March 18 - A pair of thieves pretending to be police officers pulled off what's considered the largest art heist in history, stealing 13 artworks including paintings by Rembrandt, Vermeer and Manet, from the Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum in Boston. Their take is estimated at $500 million. Two decades later, even with the prospect of a $5 million reward and an offer of immunity from prosecution, none of the artworks have been recovered. 
April 5 - The first live launch of a Pegasus rocket under the wing of a B-52 from Edwards Air Force Base carried the PEGSAT experimental satellite and released it into orbit at 43,000 feet.

April 8 - The Twin Peaks mystery TV series premiered on ABC. 

April 25 - The Hubble Space Telescope was launched from the space shuttle Discovery.
May - The name “World Wide Web” was coined for a system of interlinked hypertext documents accessed via the Internet.
May 22 - Windows 3.0 was the third major release of Microsoft Windows and the first widely successful version of Windows. For the new version, Microsoft revamped the interface and created a design that allowed PCs to support large graphical applications for the first time. It also allowed multiple programs to run simultaneously on its Intel 80386 microprocessor. As a result, IBM and IBM-compatible computers began to rival the Apple Macintosh and the Commodore Amiga. 
June 1 - President George H.W. Bush and Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev signed a historic agreement to end production of chemical weapons. 
June 20 - A 7.7 earthquake in Iran killed 50,000 people. 
June 26 - The temperature reached an all-time record high of 122 degrees in Phoenix, AZ.
August - The Saturn range of cars was launched by GM.
August 12 - The most complete skeleton (85%) of a Tyrannosaurus Rex was found in South Dakota and nicknamed “Sue.”
August - U.S. spacecraft Magellan arrived at Venus, where it spent a year taking radar images of the surface.
September 27 - The MPAA introduced the rating NC-17 ("No Children Under 17 Admitted"). 

October 6 - Space Shuttle Discovery launched the Ulysses spacecraft with two upper stages on mission STS-41. Ulysses flew toward Jupiter, to be slingshot towards the sun, to obtain data from high solar latitudes.

October - Tim Berners-Lee designed the first web browser and server, and wrote the first web page. By Christmas 1990, he had built all the tools necessary for a working Web. The specifications that he developed for HTML, URL, and HTTP allowed people to work together by combining their knowledge in a global web of hypertext documents. This system became available to the general public in 1991.
November 15 - President Bush signed the Clean Air Act, mandating a variety of pollution-reducing changes in the automobile and fuel industries.
December 1 - British and French teams achieved the first historic breakthrough in the Channel Tunnel, 40 meters beneath the English Channel seabed, 22.3 km from the UK and 15.6 km from France, establishing the first ground connection between the United Kingdom and the mainland of Europe since the last ice age. 

December - The Video Toaster, designed by NewTek founder Tim Jenison, was released as a commercial product for the Commodore Amiga 2000 computer system. One feature of the Video Toaster was the inclusion of LightWave 3D. The Toaster was the first such video device designed for a personal computer that was capable of delivering NTSC broadcast quality signals. The Toaster was used widely by many local television studios, as well as for the outer space scenes in the TV series Babylon 5.
1990 U.S. Statistics                      1990 Miscellaneous Trivia
President: George H.W. Bush

Vice President: J. Danforth Quayle

Population: 249,438,712

Life Expectancy: 75.4 years
Federal Spending: $1,252.52 billion

Federal Debt: $3,206.6 billion

Unemployment: 5.6%

Inflation Rate: 5.39% 

Interest Rate at Year End: 10.00%
Average Cost of New House: $123,000

Median Household Income: $29,943
Average Monthly Rent: $465
Cost of First-Class Postage Stamp: 25¢
Cost of a Gallon of Gas: $1.34 
Cost of a Dozen Eggs: $1.00 

Cost of a Gallon of Milk: $2.78 

Cost of a New Isuzu Rodeo: $12,490 

IBM PS1 Computer: $999 - $1,999
Top Movies: Home Alone, Dances with Wolves 
Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles, Total Recall, Die Hard 2, Kindergarten Cop
Caldecott Medal Winner: Lon Po Po: A Red-Riding Hood Story from China, by Ed Young

Newbery Medal Winner: Number the Stars, by Lois Lowry
New York Times Bestsellers:  Oh, the Places You'll Go, by Dr. Seuss; An American Life: An Autobiography, by Ronald Reagan; The Bourne Ultimatum, by Robert Ludlum
Popular Music: Phil Collins, M.C. Hammer, Mariah Carey; Vanilla Ice’s "Ice Ice Baby” is first rap record to top the U.S. singles chart
TV Shows: The Simpsons, Cheers, 60 Minutes, Twin Peaks, America’s Funniest Home Videos 
Fashion: Pre-ripped jeans, high-priced sneakers; ninety-nine percent of U.S. households have at least one radio, with the average owning five. 
Superbowl XXV : NY Giants 20 - Buffalo Bills 19
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